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and that of the fourteen Feudatory States 26,000 square miles. There were no railways in those days over any part of the Division, the only railway communication being a narrow-gauge line, opened about five years earlier, between Raj-Nandgaon (the capital of the Feudatory State of Nandgaon, which is m the extreme west of the Chhattisgarh Division) and Nagpur the capital of the Province. The whole of this vast territory of over 50,000 square miles was, therefore, under the sole charge of ic Commissioner of Chhattisgarh, assisted by three District Itil events occurred which led to the appointment of a political officer to the charge of the Feudatory States. The Division was then remote and backward, sparsely populated for the most part, and little known. It was spoken of m 1866 by Sir Richard Temple, the first Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, as " the trackless wilderness of Chhattisgarh **; and he justly prided himself on having made the first road with any right to claim such a name running from West to East, that is, continuing the Nagpur-Raipur road down to Sambalptxr, a hundred and sixty miles off*
It was* impossible for any of the District Magistrates or " Deputy Commissioners f* to become acquainted with the real condition of things in the Feudatory States attached to his District, if he was effectively to do his duty and discharge his responsibility as Magistrate of the British District committed to his charge; and it was equally impossible for the Commissioner to do more than pay a flying visit to a few out of the fourteen Native States in the course of each year* The result was that, although a good deal was known of these States in a general way, there was little intimate acquaintance with them* The Chiefs* indeed* not infrequently came up to the head* quarters of the District to which they were attached* and of the Division itself* to meet the Commissioner or Deputy Com* missioiier and talk over tilings with him in a friendly way* But on the whole the administration of the Feudatory States was unsystematic and not very effective ; and what the people had of comfort and fairly satisfactory administration was due rather